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Court. After his labours on the bench were over he seems regularly*fco have
retired with his Pandits* for the furtherance of his great work on Hindu law
and the evening he spent in the reading with Lady Jones of books in all
modern European languages and in playing chess. Every third month, how-
ever, this plan was suspended by the necessity of spending his evenings in the
Loll Bazaar in order to be in readiness to issue warrants for the apprehension
of drunkards! The Court sat for eight months in the year, and the other
four, with the exception of this month of duty as Justice o£ the Peace in
the Loll Bazaar, he spent the first year in a trip to Benares, the second on
' a visit *to Chittagong, and the subsequent years at a cottage in the
District of Krishnagur, in the neighbourhood of Nudiya. Here, away
from the strife of plaintiff and defendant, his mind went forth unrestrained
on the pursuits that were dearest to it. The earnest investigation of
Sanscrit lore, the study of botany and the conduct of literary and scientific
correspondence never left him "a vacant hour and frequently called forth
from him the acknowledgement that but for one abatement, he \vas as
happy as it was possible or perhaps proper, tor any man to be in this
world."— Calcutta Review, Vol. VI, pp. 207—S,
Sir William had hoped to rejoin Ms wife, who after
constant illness, had been invalided home, but the con-
scientious desire to complete his work on Hindu Law,
which required the co-operation of his Pandits, kept Mm
in Calcutta until it was too late.
"On the 20th April 1794, he called on the Governor-General, Sir John
Shore (Lord Teignmouth), and told him that he felt indisposed, and was
returning home to take some medicine. He seems to have been more
severely affected than he supposed (a thrice-told tale in Indian biography)
and his medical attendant was not called for several days. On the 27th,
Sir John Shore was sent for, and reached his home just in time to see him die.
He was lying on his bed in a posture of meditation; and the only symptom
of remaining life was a small degree of motion in the heartVhich, after a
few seconds ceased, and he expired without a pang or groan."— Ibid.
An early occupant of the Bench of the Supreme Court,
in fact one of the first to be appointed, lies here also—
Si* John Hyde. The Judges of the Supreme Court were,
as we have seen, also justices of the peace—ccan objec-
tionable arrangement,55 Dr. Busteed well remarks,
"which involved the eventual trial of a prisoner at the
assizes by a judgg who had already come to a conclusion
as to Ms guilt." Thus Mr. Justice Le Maistre, on May
6th, 1775, as sitting Magistrate, with the assistance of
Hyde heard the evidence and committed Nuncomar
for trial, and both of them sat with the Chief Justice,
* ToPunditRamLochan,a Vaidya, he paid Es. 500 a month for lessons in
Sanskrit.

